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such officers as I find in the department, whose conduct has manifested their fitness for the employment, I should be glad to know how you are disposed on that subject, as speedily as may be; and if you are inclined to continue, you will be pleased to inform me of the terms and conditions of your former appointment; and what are your expectations under the new one. In the meantime, I doubt not, you will be careful that the business of the department does not suffer. Considerable supplies are expected from the Eastern States, which will be directed to your care, particularly from Col. Chase and Mr. Benjamin Andrews of Boston, and from Jacob Greene, Esq., of Warwick, Rhode Island; which I beg you will forward on to the camp, with all possible care and dispatch, as fast as they arrive.
I am, sir, your most Obedient, humble servant,
NATH. GREENE, Quarter-Master General.
Owing to some disgust relative to rank, a fruitful source of dissatisfaction, in the staff, as well as the line of the army; Colonel Hughes declined the employment; but not withstanding, continued to perform all the services required of him by General Greene, until his successor could assume his duties.
Without any intention to disparage the exertions of the officer who, in 1780, had charge of the department in the Highlands; it will not be deemed invidious to say, that it was not so vigorously, or so effectually exercised, as when under the administration of Colonel Hughes,
Colonel William Malcom, who had been commander of the post of West Point; but on the marching of the army to the attack of New York, in August 1780, had been super-ceded by Colonel John Lamb, of the artillery; in a letter to that gentleman of the 14 August; bitterly complains of the want of proper implements at Stoney Point, wherewith to construct shelter for the troops while detained there; and concludes his letter, " we must have Hughes."              v
While in service under Colonel Mifflin, Colonel Hughes, in the spring of the year 1777; obtained a furlough in order